April 28, 2008
Commissioner Robert Doar 

NYC Human Resources Administration

180 Water Street

New York, NY 10038

Deputy Commissioner Matthew Brune

NYC HIV/AIDS Services Administration

12 West 14th St, 5th Floor

New York, NY  10011

Dear Commissioner Doar and Deputy Commissioner Brune,

We, the undersigned AIDS housing and service organizations, are writing to urge the HIV/AIDS Services Administration (HASA) to peg the level of enhanced rental assistance to 110% of HUD established fair market rents (FMR) and index it to FMR levels in future years.  This important step would better enable HASA clients to obtain quality private market housing on a timely basis and would align the agency’s payment standards with other comparable rental subsidy programs that HASA clients compete with, such as the Housing Choice Voucher Section 8 program.

The current guidelines HASA uses for approving requests “above enhanced rental assistance” rely on October 1, 2002 Section 8 rent payment standards, despite the fact that Section 8 payment standards have increased by 17% since that time.  HASA’s payment standards are now grossly outdated, and their declining value has become a major impediment to securing adequate housing for clients seeking private market apartments.  Furthermore, there is no process in place for ongoing adjustments to the payment standards in order to keep pace with escalating rent costs in New York City.

The shrinking number of apartments that are affordable given current enhanced rental assistance levels are located in extremely low-income neighborhoods that are increasingly further away from medical services and social support networks.  These limited housing options undermine the goal of enabling clients to obtain decent apartments in diverse neighborhoods with convenient access to transportation and services.  Our agencies and clients can attest to the fact that brokers who were previously able to help place HASA clients can, in many instances, no longer find appropriate housing because other rental subsidy programs pay a much higher rate.

By pegging enhanced rental assistance levels to 110% of the FMR and indexing it in future years, HASA would promote better access to quality housing, proximity to medical and social services, and a more efficient housing placement process.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

African Services Committee
AIDS Center Queens County (ACQC)

Brooklyn AIDS Task Force

CitiWide Harm Reduction

Comunilife, Inc

Community Health Action of Staten Island

Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC)

Harlem United

Housing Works

Iris House
NYC AIDS Housing Network (NYCAHN)
Project Samaritan AIDS Services, Inc.
Services for the Underserved

The Doe Fund

Weston United

West Side Federation for Senior and Supportive Housing
