We oppose the Senate Republican cuts to lifesaving HIV/AIDS benefit and service initiatives, and we urge Governor Paterson and all of our colleagues in the Legislature to make sure they’re not included in the final state budget.

· WE OPPOSE CUTS TO BENEFITS FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS AND DISABLED CHILDREN
Senate Republicans have singled out some of the most vulnerable New Yorkers for harsh cuts in their one-house budget bill.

Low-income formerly homeless New Yorkers living with HIV/AIDS whose children have severe disabilities would lose $573 per month in survival benefits under the Bruno budget.

The Senate Republican social services budget bill  eliminates "SSI invisibility" for formerly homeless households where a parent is living with HIV/AIDS and a child is severely disabled.  

The average cut would cost $573 a month to over 1,000 low-income families struggling with HIV/AIDS, homelessness and a severely disabled child.  

· WE OPPOSE CUTS TO JOB TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS
Senate Republicans have also moved to eliminate the nation’s most successful HIV welfare-to-work program, which has enjoyed bipartisan support since it was established by the Pataki administration in 1996.

The $1.4 million program connects HIV-positive public assistance beneficiaries to full-time jobs with comprehensive health benefits, allowing a real move towards independence and self-support.


In a difficult budget year, it is our duty to preserve benefits and services for the neediest New Yorkers.  We oppose these harsh and unnecessary cuts and urge all sides to make sure they’re not included in the final state budget.

